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Aromatic skeletons are usually considered as being unbreakable due to their 
aromatic resonance energy. Compared with exocyclic modifications of aromatic 
compounds, little is known about substitutions of endocyclic atoms through 
partial disassembly of the cyclic skeletons and subsequent ring reconstruction.  I 
will talk about our endeavours to establish “aromatic metamorphosis”,1,2 where  
heteroaromatic compounds such as dibenzothiophenes,3–6 dibenzofurans,7 and 
benzofurans8 are transformed into different ring systems using a multi-step 
strategy or ideally in one step. 
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