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The Report of the Second Trilateral Workshop on Organic Chemistry

X

Akihiko Yamamoto

(Suginome laboratory)

Department of Synthetic Chemistry
and Biological Chemistry

Kyoto University

This workshop became unforgettable one for me. The exchange of e-mail with Mr.
Li-Fu Huang, who was the organizer of Taiwan side, started on 21% July. In total, | sent 33
mails to him. He sent almost the same number of mails to me. Before this workshop, | had not
experienced the exchange mailsin English. | didn’'t know how to begin the sentence and how
to conclude it. But | got used to it soon. The biggest worry through this meeting was that all
members of both Japan and Taiwan side send me the abstracts and power point files or not.
However, such worry was needless. All Japanese students sent me the files by the deadline.
Huang collected al files of Taiwan side and sent them to me by the time limit.

The most impressive thing through this workshop was the skill of English of
Taiwanese students especially upon the usual words. They have a large vocabulary. They
could speak anything immediately what they want to speak. | need a short period to trandate
what | want to speak from Japanese into English. | felt brushing up my English skill is
essential for the communication with foreigners more fluently.

The nature of Taiwanese students was very similar to that of Japanese. | didn’t feel
the cultura differences between Japanese and Taiwanese. They were very kind, honest and
polite.

I'd like to appreciate to all faculty members for giving me the opportunity to
manage this workshop. I’d like to appreciate to other organizers, Mr. Li-Fu Huang, Mr.
Tomoyuki Tajima and Mr. Norihito Tokunaga for their great cooperation. | also want to
express my gratitude to Mr. Hiroyoshi Noguchi, Mr. Munehiro Hasegawa and Mr. Sho
Kadowaki for their kind assistance. At last, 1'd like to thank all Japanese and Taiwanese
participants for their kind attendance.
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Tomoyuki Tajima

Institute for Chemical Research,
Kyoto University

Research fields of the participants of this workshop include a variety of current topics in organic
chemistry, such as orgnaometallic chemistry (syntheses, structures, and catalysts), polymer chemistry,
and materials sciences (e. g., devices based on electro luminescence, fluorescence, conductivity, etc.),
and so on. Through this seminar, | recognized the difference in the chemistry and circumstances of
students between Japan and Taiwan. The chemistry of Taiwan is clearly oriented toward “applied
chemistry”. By contrast, that of Japan is mainly focused on “fundamental chemistry”. The participants
from Taiwan were mainly PD fellows including some doctor and master course students, whose living
expenses are mostly covered by the government through their professors. As for the Japanese
participants, some students are fully supported by a research grant, but most of them are studying on
scholarship free from the government guidelines. In other words, such situation may forces the
Taiwanese students to do and think about the applied chemistry as expected by the government.

In this second workshop, a poster session was held after the oral session as a new program. During
the poster session many students made hot discussions and promoted mutual friendships. When |
presented my poster in the session, one of the Taiwanese students visited me and said “I have read
your paper for our paper research”. It was the most delightful incident for me. Because of these kind
words, | had avery friendly feeling toward him and our conversation grew lively.

Many Taiwanese participants could speak simple Japanese words, and they knew well about the
Japanese customs, trends, language, Japanese chemists, popular songs, and even about the recent TV
programs of “Shinsen-gumi”, “Challengers of Fire’, and “Which is your dinner show?’. | was
ashamed to see that they have taken many interests in Japanese culture. | had not known anything
about Taiwan before my visit to Taiwan as one of the members of the previous workshop.

If you became interested in my experiences written in this report, you should take part in the third
trilateral workshop, which will be held in Taipel in 2005. You will find some similarities and
differences between Japan and Taiwan. Especialy, you may recognize the education systems in
Taiwan different from ours.

As one of the student organizers, | really enjoyed the programs and events during this seminar and
made many friends in a short period. | would like to thank all participants and especially the other
student organizers (Mr. Yamamoto, Mr. Tokunaga, and Mr. Huang) for their kind cooperation. Finaly,
| should express my sincere gratitude to Prof. Murakami and Prof. Kitagawa for giving us such a
special opportunity.
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Norihito Tokunaga

Prof. Tamio Hayashi's Group,
Department of Chemistry,
Graduate School of Science,
Kyoto University

The second trilateral workshop on organic chemistry in Kyoto gave me very important
and valuable experiences in thinking of chemistry and communication in English.

In this workshop, a new presentation style was introduced to make the student
sessions more meaningful. We held poster presentations in addition to oral
presentations in English. In the first workshop, we could not have meaningful
discussions that much. One reason was that we did not have enough time for
discussions because of the tight schedule. And another was that we had a huge
difficulty in fully understanding the contents of the research with each other since the
students in Taiwan studied mainly material chemistry and the students in Japan studied
mainly basic chemistry such as the development of organic reactions. But in this
seminar, we could have many fruitful discussions owing to the combination of the oral
and poster presentations. In the poster sessions, we could ask presenters even basic
questions about their research without hesitation. Despite the difference of the research
areas between Taiwan and Japan, we had very interesting discussions about chemistry.
I think this did not realized in the last seminar at all.

The only regrettable thing for me was that only a few students both Taiwanese and
Japanese from the first workshop actually joined again this time.

In the first workshop in Taiwan, | just attended as one of the students from Japan.
But in this seminar, | participated as one of the student-organizers in Japan. So | could
get involved in this second workshop from the preparation. That was very precious
experience for me. Finally, 1 would like to thank all the staffs and students in this
workshop in Kyoto.
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Dit jaar is het 40lste jaar van de vriendschap tussen Japan en Nederland.Laten we
veel van wetenschap hier in Kyoto universiteit bespreken! 401

1. History of Sciencein JAPAN(M. HORI)

2. History of Physical Chemistry of Kyoto University (Y. HOSHINO)

3. Chemistry Department of Kyoto University (A. HARUNA and S. MI YAKE)

4. Perturbation theoretical approach to transition state theory(S. KAWALI)

5. Determination of reaction rates with a flow-type high-temperature and high- pressure



NMR probe (M. MUKAIDE)

6. Cavity ring-down Spectroscopy(Y.1TO and Y. KAWAGUCH]I)

7. Atmospheric Reactionsin Troposphere(S. ENAMI)

8. Ice Photodissociation (D. KANDA and A. IKEDA)

9. Photo-induced processes on Ag Surface (S. MINE and E. KOZAWA)
10. HiSparc: high enery cosmic ray detection (L. Hartgring, F. Hammer, M, Meijer)
11. Absorption & emission of molecular rings (J. Gielen)

12. Emission geometry of pulsars (J. Coppens)

13. STM in liquid (B. van Lieshout, R. Sanders)

14 Quantum Hall effect (K. Poelman, M. Raas)

15 Nano Lithography with AFM (J. Giesbers)

16 Low Frequency Array (H. Coppens, L. van Spaandonk)

17 Physicsin the human body (J. Welten, T. van den Broek)

18 Photodissociation of Oxygen (R. Kuijpers, F. Spiering)

19 Spatial processing for eye movementsin the human brain (G. Kramer)

History of Chemistry in JAPAN
Mitsuhiro Hori

Department of Molecular Engineering, Kvato University

1. Start of modern chemistry in Japan

Duich chemst. D, Koenraad Walter Gratama {183 1--1888)
Father of chemistry in Japan.
His mam achievements
l. Establ=hment of ““Ceaka Shemmi-kyobu™,
a #chool for phy=ical and chemical expernments
2. Edueation on the chemistry.
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Fooemwaad Wallis Criams

He was influential
' on many Japanese chemists.
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Report on Japan-Dutch Student Meeting Program

Yosuke Hoshino

Master course student

Department of Molecular Engineering
Graduate School of Engineering
Kyoto University

It was a quite valuable experience that | spent three days with Dutch
students under friendly communications. | really appreciate their kindness.
Through this meeting, I understood their cultures and scientific education in the
Netherlands.

There have been over 400 years since our first contact with Dutch people.
Actually students seemed to be really interested in Japan. It was very difficult to
explain various Japanese custom and culture in a limited time. From this
experience | realized that | should know not only partner’s country but also our
own country when I communicate with other country.

In the poster session held at the Katsura campus in the last day, | was asked
about high school education. Similar to Japan, number of students who are
interested in science have decreased in Holland. In recent years some Dutch
universities have tried to do research with high school students to stimulate their
scientific curiosity. It was very interesting. | felt the importance of scientific
education considering its influence on us.

One effect of this meeting is the improvement of my English skill. But the
meeting also gave the opportunity to think about my country and myself. | would
like to thank them again and hope our relationship will continue forever.
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Shuki Mine

Department of Molecular Engineering
Graduate School of Engineering
Kyoto University

Japan-Dutch Student Meeting Program brought me many pricel ess experiences.

| could touch upon the academic activities of Dutch students and their cultures at
Japan-Dutch Student Meeting Program.

We had poster session between Dutch and Japanese. | went through poster session in English.
It was only thetimein my lifel did poster session in English. | felt it isdifficult to explain my
research in foreign language and to understand other people’'s presentations. And, when |
talked with Dutch students | was surprised at their high motivation to their studies. | feel that |
have to search my soul. | have to study English and chemistry much further. | think it is very
important for Japanese students to be exposed to foreign students.

And so, | went through the differences between the Netherlands and Japan. For example,
there are many automatic selling machines in Japan, but not in the Netherlands. And many
Dutch people can speak a few foreign languages, but Japanese people who can speak foreign
language are scarce. And we could know about the Netherlands. | knew the reason why there
are windmill. We had a very good time with Dutch students. At karaoke | felt we could enjoy
music across border.

Where | am coming from first is skill of English. When | did poster session and | talked with
Dutch students, | could not speak English satisfactorily. | felt frustrated with my absence of
English skill. I think that language acquisition is continuing existence of practice. So | am
going to practice my language skill everyday in order to speak English better as possible.

In conclusion, | appreciate for Dutch professor and students and everyone who prepared
such opportunity.
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